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To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 I prosecuted inmate Hoyt Peppers for the murder of his wife in Chatham County, handling 

the trial and appeal while serving as the Chief Assistant District Attorney in the Eastern Judicial 

Circuit. 

 

 The murder of Susan Peppers sent a shock wave through the islands community in 

Chatham County, where she lived, and the medical community, as Susan was a much-respected 

nurse anesthesiologist. 

  

 As rumors ran rampant, the investigation honed in on Hoyt Peppers, who had 

manufactured an alibi in Charleston, South Carolina, for the night of the murder.  Due to the 

tenacity and doggedness of the detectives, Peppers was indicted, arrested and convicted of 

murder. 

 

 Peppers, a longtime philanderer, had met a young lady from a distant state, whom he 

romanced and promised marriage, characterizing himself as unmarried.  Unfortunately for Susan, 

Peppers decided to eliminate her as an obstacle.  

 

 Financial difficulties suffered by Peppers served as a primary motive for his actions, since 

his wife possessed substantial property and life insurance. 

 



 Peppers returned to his residence in the middle of the night, viciously killed his wife in 

their home on Wilmington Island, and transported her body in her car to a small shopping center 

(within a walkable distance from the house with covers of vegetation) for her to be found the 

following morning, after Peppers had returned to Charleston.   

 

 Susan Peppers died of strangulation, in addition to suffering physical abuse and a sexual 

assault. 

 

 Although Chatham County has experienced numerous highly publicized homicides and 

trials, the murder of Susan Peppers had as much impact in the community as any.  The parole of 

Hoyt Peppers would still reverberate negatively throughout the community. 

 

 Out of hundreds of homicide investigations and prosecutions in which I have participated 

(1981-2008 in Chatham County; 2009-2017 in Clarke County), the death of Susan Peppers may 

be the coldest and most calculated, planned and undertaken by Peppers to satisfy his own 

prurient desires. 

 

 I do not have knowledge of any circumstances justifying the release of this inmate.  

Peppers is an intelligent man, who had been fairly successful as a salesman although his employer 

had just begun to discover he was a scam artist.  Peppers had experienced the good things in life, 

but had an evil character, which dominated his actions. 

 

 The inmate perpetuated a particularly brutal, sexual killing to throw the police off his trail.  

In fact, the defense offered at trial was that the homicide exhibited the profile of a multiple sexual 

killer.  However, that defense allowed the prosecution to present evidence of violent sexual 

tendencies on the part of the defendant, to show he fit the profile. 

 

 Given the wantonly vile, horrible and inhuman death of his spouse by his own hands, the 

release of Peppers would serve no objective of parole. 

 

 Based on over thirty-five years of experience as a prosecutor, I strongly urge the Board to 

reject this inmate for parole.  The notoriety and callous nature of this murder, the premeditation 

and planning shown, and the cruelty exhibited does not warrant a shortening of the life sentence 

imposed by the court.   

 

      Sincerely, 

      /s/ David T. Lock     

      David T. Lock 


